ENGAGING GOSPEL DOCTRINE
Lesson 3.2 (Full): The Creation
Class Member Reading: Moses 1:27-42; 2; 3; Abraham 3:24–25; see also 1 Nephi 17:36;
Moses 6:63; Alma 30:44.

Moses 1:27-42

27 And it came to pass, as the voice was still speaking, Moses cast his eyes and beheld the earth,
yea, even all of it; and there was not a particle of it which he did not behold, discerning it by the
Spirit of God. The Moses creation account follows the KJV account quite closely. The greatest
contribution is the backstory, which has powerful and touching implications, the attentiveness
and intimacy of God.
28 And he beheld also the inhabitants thereof, and there was not a soul which he beheld not; and
he discerned them by the Spirit of God; and their numbers were great, even numberless as the
sand upon the sea shore. What a thrilling idea. Not only do our Heavenly Parents and Jesus know
each and every one of us, but some humans have this experience as well. Empathy is one of the
most precious gifts in life, and the Mormon God has empathy with the entire universe. I love that
idea.
29 And he beheld many lands; and each land was called earth, and there were inhabitants on the
face thereof. (expansive vision of Mormonism, not just this earth. The creation of this earth is
one step in a Plan that extends forward and backward forever)
30 And it came to pass that Moses called upon God, saying: Tell me, I pray thee, why these
things are so, and by what thou madest them?
31 And behold, the glory of the Lord was upon Moses, so that Moses stood in the presence of
God, and talked with him face to face. And the Lord God said unto Moses: For mine own
purpose have I made these things. Here is wisdom and it remaineth in me. (but note that God
then tells Moses his purpose, famously in 1:39!!)
32 And by the word of my power, have I created them, which is mine Only Begotten Son, who
is full of grace and truth.
33 And worlds without number have I created; and I also created them for mine own purpose;
and by the Son I created them, which is mine Only Begotten.
34 And the first man of all men have I called Adam, which is many.
35 But only an account of this earth, and the inhabitants thereof, give I unto you. For behold,
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there are many worlds that have passed away by the word of my power. And there are many that
now stand, and innumerable are they unto man; but all things are numbered unto me, for they are
mine and I know them.
36 And it came to pass that Moses spake unto the Lord, saying: Be merciful unto thy servant, O
God, and tell me concerning this earth, and the inhabitants thereof, and also the heavens, and
then thy servant will be content.
37 And the Lord God spake unto Moses, saying: The heavens, they are many, and they cannot
be numbered unto man; but they are numbered unto me, for they are mine.
38 And as one earth shall pass away, and the heavens thereof even so shall another come; and
there is no end to my works, neither to my words.
39 For behold, this is my work and my glory—to bring to pass the immortality and eternal life
of man.
40 And now, Moses, my son, I will speak unto thee concerning this earth upon which thou
standest; and thou shalt write the things which I shall speak. (again, Moses provides context for
the creation narratives as we have them)
41 And in a day when the children of men shall esteem my words as naught and take many of
them from the book which thou shalt write, behold, I will raise up another like unto thee; and
they shall be had again among the children of men—among as many as shall believe.
42 (These words were spoken unto Moses in the mount, the name of which shall not be known
among the children of men. And now they are spoken unto you. Show them not unto any except
them that believe. Even so. Amen.)
Moses 2

1 And it came to pass that the Lord spake unto Moses, saying: Behold, I reveal unto you
concerning this heaven, and this earth; write the words which I speak. I am the Beginning and
the End, the Almighty God; by mine Only Begotten I created these things; yea, in the beginning I
created the heaven, and the earth upon which thou standest.
2 And the earth was without form, and void; and I caused darkness to come up upon the face of
the deep; and my Spirit moved upon the face of the water; for I am God.
3 And I, God, said: Let there be light; and there was light.
4 And I, God, saw the light; and that light was good. And I, God, divided the light from the
darkness.
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5 And I, God, called the light Day; and the darkness, I called Night; and this I did by the word of
my power, and it was done as I spake; and the evening and the morning were the first day.
6 And again, I, God, said: Let there be a firmament in the midst of the water, and it was so, even
as I spake; and I said: Let it divide the waters from the waters; and it was done;
7 And I, God, made the firmament and divided the waters, yea, the great waters under the
firmament from the waters which were above the firmament, and it was so even as I spake.
8 And I, God, called the firmament Heaven; and the evening and the morning were the second
day.
9 And I, God, said: Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and it
was so; and I, God, said: Let there be dry land; and it was so.
10 And I, God, called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters, called I the
Sea; and I, God, saw that all things which I had made were good.
11 And I, God, said: Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, the fruit tree yielding
fruit, after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed should be in itself upon the earth, and
it was so even as I spake.
12 And the earth brought forth grass, every herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree
yielding fruit, whose seed should be in itself, after his kind; and I, God, saw that all things which
I had made were good;
13 And the evening and the morning were the third day.
14 And I, God, said: Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven, to divide the day from
the night, and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and for years;
15 And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth; and it
was so.
16 And I, God, made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule
the night, and the greater light was the sun, and the lesser light was the moon; and the stars also
were made even according to my word.
17 And I, God, set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth,
18 And the sun to rule over the day, and the moon to rule over the night, and to divide the light
from the darkness; and I, God, saw that all things which I had made were good;
19 And the evening and the morning were the fourth day.
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20 And I, God, said: Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life,
and fowl which may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven.
21 And I, God, created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the waters
brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind; and I, God, saw
that all things which I had created were good.
22 And I, God, blessed them, saying: Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the sea; and
let fowl multiply in the earth;
23 And the evening and the morning were the fifth day.
24 And I, God, said: Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and
creeping things, and beasts of the earth after their kind, and it was so;
25 And I, God, made the beasts of the earth after their kind, and cattle after their kind, and
everything which creepeth upon the earth after his kind; and I, God, saw that all these things
were good.
26 And I, God, said unto mine Only Begotten, which was with me from the beginning: Let us
make man in our image, after our likeness; and it was so. And I, God, said: Let them have
dominion over the fishes of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all
the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. The Genesis passages is
plural, and in the Moses account the plural is made more specific to refer to the Father and Son.
Explicitly Christian take on the creation narratives. I love a quote by McConkie on this:
Elder Bruce R. McConkie has written: "Christ and Mary, Adam and Eve, Abraham and Sarah, and a host
of mighty men and equally glorious women comprised that group of `the noble and great ones,' to
whom the Lord Jesus said: `We will go down, for there is space there, and we will take of these
materials, and we will make an earth wherein these may dwell.' (Abr. 3:22-24, emphasis added.) This we
know: Christ, under the Father, is the Creator; Michael, His companion and associate, presided over
much of the creative work; and with them, as Abraham was, were many of the noble and great ones."1
http://www.ldschurchnews.com/articles/24763/Adams-role-goes-beyond-first-man.html

27 And I, God, created man in mine own image, in the image of mine Only Begotten created I
him; male and female created I them.
28 And I, God, blessed them, and said unto them: Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the
earth, and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and
over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. Worth asking: what responsibilities come
with this dominion? This idea that we are rulers rather than part of nature has caused great harm.
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29 And I, God, said unto man: Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon
the face of all the earth, and every tree in the which shall be the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to
you it shall be for meat.
30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to everything that creepeth
upon the earth, wherein I grant life, there shall be given every clean herb for meat; and it was so,
even as I spake.
31 And I, God, saw everything that I had made, and, behold, all things which I had made were
very good; and the evening and the morning were the sixth day.
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1 Thus the heaven and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.
2 And on the seventh day I, God, ended my work, and all things which I had made; and I rested
on the seventh day from all my work, and all things which I had made were finished, and I, God,
saw that they were good;
3 And I, God, blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it; because that in it I had rested from all
my work which I, God, had created and made. Powerful background to Sabbath practice.
4 And now, behold, I say unto you, that these are the generations of the heaven and of the earth,
when they were created, in the day that I, the Lord God, made the heaven and the earth,
5 And every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and every herb of the field before it
grew. For I, the Lord God, created all things, of which I have spoken, spiritually, before they
were naturally upon the face of the earth. For I, the Lord God, had not caused it to rain upon the
face of the earth. And I, the Lord God, had created all the children of men; and not yet a man to
till the ground; for in heaven created I them; and there was not yet flesh upon the earth, neither in
the water, neither in the air; This is a very important verse worth focusing on. It notes the
existence and differences between the two creation accounts in Genesis and provides an
explanation for them. This verse gives a good way to point out the two creation accounts, and
then you can talk about how they differ. Worth noting the temple also follows this explanation.
6 But I, the Lord God, spake, and there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole
face of the ground.
7 And I, the Lord God, formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life; and man became a living soul, the first flesh upon the earth (note in this
account Adam was the *first* creation, where humans are the final creation in the first account),
the first man also; nevertheless, all things were before created; but spiritually were they created
and made according to my word.
8 And I, the Lord God, planted a garden eastward in Eden, and there I put the man whom I had
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formed.
9 And out of the ground made I, the Lord God, to grow every tree, naturally, that is pleasant to
the sight of man; and man could behold it. And it became also a living soul. For it was spiritual
in the day that I created it; for it remaineth in the sphere in which I, God, created it, yea, even all
things which I prepared for the use of man; and man saw that it was good for food. And I, the
Lord God, planted the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and also the tree of knowledge
of good and evil.
10 And I, the Lord God, caused a river to go out of Eden to water the garden; and from thence it
was parted, and became into four heads.
11 And I, the Lord God, called the name of the first Pison, and it compasseth the whole land of
Havilah, where I, the Lord God, created much gold;
12 And the gold of that land was good, and there was bdellium and the onyx stone.
13 And the name of the second river was called Gihon; the same that compasseth the whole land
of Ethiopia.
14 And the name of the third river was Hiddekel; that which goeth toward the east of Assyria.
And the fourth river was the Euphrates.
15 And I, the Lord God, took the man, and put him into the Garden of Eden, to dress it, and to
keep it.
16 And I, the Lord God, commanded the man, saying: Of every tree of the garden thou mayest
freely eat,
17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it, nevertheless, thou
mayest choose for thyself, for it is given unto thee; but, remember that I forbid it, for in the day
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. Will comment more on this next episode.
18 And I, the Lord God, said unto mine Only Begotten, that it was not good that the man should
be alone; wherefore, I will make an help meet for him.
19 And out of the ground I, the Lord God, formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the
air; and commanded that they should come unto Adam, to see what he would call them; and they
were also living souls; for I, God, breathed into them the breath of life, and commanded that
whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that should be the name thereof.
20 And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field;
but as for Adam, there was not found an help meet for him.
21 And I, the Lord God, caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam; and he slept, and I took one of
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his ribs and closed up the flesh in the stead thereof;
22 And the rib which I, the Lord God, had taken from man, made I a woman, and brought her
unto the man.
23 And Adam said: This I know now is bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh; she shall be
called Woman, because she was taken out of man.
24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife; and
they shall be one flesh.
25 And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed. Comment on these
verses; many rich implications here.

Abraham 3:24–25

24 And there stood one among them that was like unto God, and he said unto those who were
with him: We will go down, for there is space there, and we will take of these materials, and we
will make an earth whereon these may dwell;
25 And we will prove them herewith, to see if they will do all things whatsoever the Lord their
God shall command them;
I am glad this reading is included, because there is a clear progression in the Abraham creation
account—the more agency a creature has, the less certain the gods become about whether the
creation will submit to their will (see verses ).
1 Nephi 17:36

36 Behold, the Lord hath created the earth that it should be inhabited; and he hath created his children
that they should possess it.

Moses 6:63

63 And behold, all things have their likeness, and all things are created and made to bear record of me,
both things which are temporal, and things which are spiritual; things which are in the heavens above,
and things which are on the earth, and things which are in the earth, and things which are under the
earth, both above and beneath: all things bear record of me.
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Alma 30:44.

44 But Alma said unto him: Thou hast had signs enough; will ye tempt your God? Will ye say, Show unto
me a sign, when ye have the testimony of all these thy brethren, and also all the holy prophets? The
scriptures are laid before thee, yea, and all things denote there is a God; yea, even the earth, and all
things that are upon the face of it, yea, and its motion, yea, and also all the planets which move in their
regular form do witness that there is a Supreme Creator.
Additional Reading: Abraham 4–5

Three points I want to focus on:
1) Explicit polytheism
2) A more progressive explanation of creation (One I think meshes quite well with scientific
understanding)
3) My favorite part, a connection between increasing complexity (and therefore agency?)
and the ways the elements obey, culminating in Abr. 3:24-25.
1 And then the Lord said: Let us go down. And they went down at the beginning, and they, that
is the Gods, organized and formed the heavens and the earth. I love the blatant polytheism of
this creation story.
2 And the earth, after it was formed, was empty and desolate, because they had not formed
anything but the earth; and darkness reigned upon the face of the deep, and the Spirit of the
Gods was brooding upon the face of the waters. (this reflects an understanding of the
underlying Hebrew)
3 And they (the Gods) said: Let there be light; and there was light.
4 And they (the Gods) comprehended the light, for it was bright; and they divided the light, or
caused it to be divided, from the darkness.
5 And the Gods called the light Day, and the darkness they called Night. And it came to pass
that from the evening until morning they called night; and from the morning until the evening
they called day; and this was the first, or the beginning, of that which they called day and night.
6 And the Gods also said: Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and it shall divide
the waters from the waters.
7 And the Gods ordered the expanse, so that it divided the waters which were under the expanse
from the waters which were above the expanse; and it was so, even as they ordered.
8 And the Gods called the expanse, Heaven. And it came to pass that it was from evening until
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morning that they called night; and it came to pass that it was from morning until evening that
they called day; and this was the second time that they called night and day.
9 And the Gods ordered, saying: Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one
place, and let the earth come up dry; and it was so as they ordered;
10 And the Gods pronounced the dry land, Earth; and the gathering together of the waters,
pronounced they, Great Waters; and the Gods saw that they were obeyed.
11 And the Gods said: Let us prepare the earth to bring forth grass; the herb yielding seed; the
fruit tree yielding fruit, after his kind, whose seed in itself yieldeth its own likeness upon the
earth; and it was so, even as they ordered.
12 And the Gods organized the earth to bring forth grass from its own seed, and the herb to
bring forth herb from its own seed, yielding seed after his kind; and the earth to bring forth the
tree from its own seed, yielding fruit, whose seed could only bring forth the same in itself, after
his kind; and the Gods saw that they were obeyed.
13 And it came to pass that they numbered the days; from the evening until the morning they
called night; and it came to pass, from the morning until the evening they called day; and it was
the third time. (notice a bit of distance is created between “day” and the broader idea of “time”)
14 And the Gods organized the lights in the expanse of the heaven, and caused them to divide
the day from the night; and organized them to be for signs and for seasons, and for days and for
years;
15 And organized them to be for lights in the expanse of the heaven to give light upon the earth;
and it was so.
16 And the Gods organized the two great lights, the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser
light to rule the night; with the lesser light they set the stars also;
17 And the Gods set them in the expanse of the heavens, to give light upon the earth, and to rule
over the day and over the night, and to cause to divide the light from the darkness.
18 And the Gods watched those things which they had ordered until they obeyed.
19 And it came to pass that it was from evening until morning that it was night; and it came to
pass that it was from morning until evening that it was day; and it was the fourth time.
20 And the Gods said: Let us prepare the waters to bring forth abundantly the moving creatures
that have life; and the fowl, that they may fly above the earth in the open expanse of heaven.
21 And the Gods prepared the waters that they might bring forth great whales, and every living
creature that moveth, which the waters were to bring forth abundantly after their kind; and every
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winged fowl after their kind. And the Gods saw that they would be obeyed, and that their
plan was good.
22 And the Gods said: We will bless them, and cause them to be fruitful and multiply, and fill
the waters in the seas or great waters; and cause the fowl to multiply in the earth.
23 And it came to pass that it was from evening until morning that they called night; and it came
to pass that it was from morning until evening that they called day; and it was the fifth time.
24 And the Gods prepared the earth to bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle and
creeping things, and beasts of the earth after their kind; and it was so, as they had said.
25 And the Gods organized the earth to bring forth the beasts after their kind, and cattle after
their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after its kind; and the Gods saw they
would obey.
26 And the Gods took counsel among themselves and said: Let us go down and form man in
our image, after our likeness; and we will give them dominion over the fish of the sea, and over
the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that
creepeth upon the earth.
27 So the Gods went down to organize man in their own image, in the image of the Gods to
form they him, male and female to form they them.
28 And the Gods said: We will bless them. And the Gods said: We will cause them to be fruitful
and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it, and to have dominion over the fish of the
sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.
29 And the Gods said: Behold, we will give them every herb bearing seed that shall come upon
the face of all the earth, and every tree which shall have fruit upon it; yea, the fruit of the tree
yielding seed to them we will give it; it shall be for their meat.
30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth
upon the earth, behold, we will give them life, and also we will give to them every green herb for
meat, and all these things shall be thus organized.
31 And the Gods said: We will do everything that we have said, and organize them; and behold,
they shall be very obedient. And it came to pass that it was from evening until morning they
called night; and it came to pass that it was from morning until evening that they called day; and
they numbered the sixth time.
1 And thus we will finish the heavens and the earth, and all the hosts of them.
2 And the Gods said among themselves: On the seventh time we will end our work, which we
have counseled; and we will rest on the seventh time from all our work which we have
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counseled.
3 And the Gods concluded upon the seventh time, because that on the seventh time they would
rest from all their works which they (the Gods) counseled among themselves to form; and
sanctified it. And thus were their decisions at the time that they counseled among themselves to
form the heavens and the earth.
4 And the Gods came down and formed these the generations of the heavens and of the earth,
when they were formed in the day that the Gods formed the earth and the heavens,
5 According to all that which they had said concerning every plant of the field before it was in
the earth, and every herb of the field before it grew; for the Gods had not caused it to rain upon
the earth when they counseled to do them, and had not formed a man to till the ground.
6 But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the ground.
7 And the Gods formed man from the dust of the ground, and took his spirit (that is, the man’s
spirit), and put it into him; and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a
living soul.
8 And the Gods planted a garden, eastward in Eden, and there they put the man, whose spirit
they had put into the body which they had formed.
9 And out of the ground made the Gods to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good
for food; the tree of life, also, in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and
evil.
10 There was a river running out of Eden, to water the garden, and from thence it was parted and
became into four heads.
11 And the Gods took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden, to dress it and to keep it.
12 And the Gods commanded the man, saying: Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely
eat,
13 But of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it; for in the time that thou
eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die. Now I, Abraham, saw that it was after the Lord’s time,
which was after the time of Kolob; for as yet the Gods had not appointed unto Adam his
reckoning.
14 And the Gods said: Let us make an help meet for the man, for it is not good that the man
should be alone, therefore we will form an help meet for him.
15 And the Gods caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam; and he slept, and they took one of his
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ribs, and closed up the flesh in the stead thereof;
16 And of the rib which the Gods had taken from man, formed they a woman, and brought her
unto the man.
17 And Adam said: This was bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh; now she shall be called
Woman, because she was taken out of man;
18 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife, and
they shall be one flesh.
19 And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.
20 And out of the ground the Gods formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air,
and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them; and whatsoever Adam called every
living creature, that should be the name thereof.
21 And Adam gave names to all cattle, to the fowl of the air, to every beast of the field; and for
Adam, there was found an help meet for him.
Other Passages: Genesis 1–2
I could teach entire courses on this material, but will keep it focused. This first creation account
is called the “Priestly” account.. notice the solemn, repetitive language. Additionally, this
creation account bears striking resemblance to the construction of the tabernacle (temple) in Ex
25-40). Listeners will enjoy the parallels between creation narratives and temple. In the Bible the
world is also seen as the Lord’s temple.

1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. (Modern translators usually render this
as a temporal clause… “When God began to create the heavens (the Hebrew is plural) and earth,
the earth was without form…
2 And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And
the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. ANE theme, chaos vs. order, the work of
gods is to establish order upon chaos. Comment on the Hebrew of Spirit (ruach) and “moved”
(merachepet, more like “hover” or “brooded”, like a mother hen over her chicks)
3 And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.
4 And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness. Note the
repeating theme of “dividing”, again ordering chaos.
5 And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the
morning were the first day. Jews count days from evening to evening, which is why the Sabbath
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starts Friday at sunset.
6 ¶And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters
from the waters. (as noted, the ancients imagined that there was literally a solid “vault” in the
sky, with holes that let water (rain) and light (stars) through. Some also believed the stars were
beings. This Genesis account distances itself from the polytheistic, mystical, battle imagery of
other myths. Before creation there was worse than nothing; chaos was a malevolent force
requiring the order of God (think of a destructive flood)
7 And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from
the waters which were above the firmament: and it was so.
8 And God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening and the morning were the second
day.
9 ¶And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let
the dry land appear: and it was so.
10 And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas:
and God saw that it was good.
11 And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree
yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so.
12 And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding
fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good.
13 And the evening and the morning were the third day.
14 ¶And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the
night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years:
15 And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth: and it
was so.
16 And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule
the night: he made the stars also. (as we will discuss this circumlocution was likely polemic
against those who worshipped astrological bodies as gods)
17 And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth,
18 And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness: and
God saw that it was good.
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19 And the evening and the morning were the fourth day.
20 And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and
fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven.
21 And God created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the waters
brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind: and God saw
that it was good. This is a very tame creation accounts. In the other narratives such as the Ps ones
I mentioned before, part of creation was the god combatting and slaying the sea monsters
(Leviathan, Tiamat)
22 And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and
let fowl multiply in the earth.
23 And the evening and the morning were the fifth day.
24 ¶And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping
thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so.
25 And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing
that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that it was good.
26 ¶And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all
the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. (This plural stands out from
among the firm monotheism of these creation accounts, and hearkens back to the ANE belief in
the divine council which appears multiple times in the Bible)
27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female
created he them. (Note how humans are created in a male-female unit)
28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish (this
replenish can be confusing; the Hebrew simply means “fill”) the earth, and subdue it: and have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that
moveth upon the earth.
29 ¶And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of
all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for
meat. Humans are not allowed to eat meat until after the flood—life is God’s domain, which is
why the first butchers had to be priests as well.
30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth
upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for meat: and it was so.
31 And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening
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and the morning were the sixth day.
1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.
2 And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh
day from all his work which he had made.
3 And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his
work which God created and made. This wording is used in Jewish Sabbath worship and likely
was liturgical in the ancient world as well.
2:4b (second half, beginning “in the day”… begins the second creation account, often called “J”
(because of its use of the name Yahweh, or Jahweh in German). Note how hands on it is and how
human God appears.
4 ¶These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they were created,
in the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens,
5 And every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and every herb of the field before it
grew: for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a man to till
the ground. (this could reflect the difference between a Babylonian context (too much water in
Mesopotamia, “between the rivers (Tigris and Euphrates)” and Israel, where not enough water is
the threat.)
6 But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the ground.
7 And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and man became a living soul.
8 ¶And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had
formed.
9 And out of the ground made the Lord God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and
good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good
and evil.
10 And a river went out of Eden to water the garden; and from thence it was parted, and became
into four heads.
11 The name of the first is Pison: that is it which compasseth the whole land of Havilah, where
there is gold;
12 And the gold of that land is good: there is bdellium and the onyx stone.
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13 And the name of the second river is Gihon: the same is it that compasseth the whole land of
Ethiopia.
14 And the name of the third river is Hiddekel: that is it which goeth toward the east of Assyria.
And the fourth river is Euphrates.
15 And the Lord God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep
it.
16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest
freely eat:
17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.
18 ¶And the Lord God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help
meet for him. (Comment in detail on Ezer k’negdo)
19 And out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the
air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam called
every living creature, that was the name thereof.
20 And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field;
but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him.
21 And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of
his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof;
22 And the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her
unto the man.
23 And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called
Woman, because she was taken out of Man.
24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and
they shall be one flesh.
25 And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.
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