ENGAGING GOSPEL DOCTRINE 85.1
Lesson 8: Living Righteously in a Wicked World (Core)
Class Member Reading: Genesis 13, 14, 18, 19

Genesis 13

1 And Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and his wife, and all that he had, and Lot with
him, into the south.
2 And Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold.
3 And he went on his journeys from the south even to Beth-el, unto the place where his
tent had been at the beginning, between Beth-el and Hai;
4 Unto the place of the altar, which he had made there at the first: and there
Abram called on the name of the LORD. Abraham’s interactions and relationship with
God is a theme to look for in this reading.
5 ¶And Lot also, which went with Abram, had flocks, and herds, and tents.
6 And the land was not able to bear them, that they might dwell together: for their
substance was great, so that they could not dwell together.
7 And there was a strife between the herdmen of Abram’s cattle and the herdmen of
Lot’s cattle: and the Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelled then in the land.
8 And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between me and thee,
and between my herdmen and thy herdmen; for we be brethren.
9 Is not the whole land before thee? separate thyself, I pray thee, from me: if thou wilt
take the left hand, then I will go to the right; or if thou depart to the right hand, then I
will go to the left. Good example of caring about a relationship more than possessions.
10 And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan, that it was well
watered every where, before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, even as the
garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt, as thou comest unto Zoar.
11 Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan; and Lot journeyed east: and they
separated themselves the one from the other.
12 Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the cities of the plain, and
pitched his tent toward Sodom. A succinct statement made rich because we know how
the story ends.
13 But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before the LORD exceedingly.
14 ¶And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him, Lift up now
thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art northward, and southward, and
eastward, and westward:
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15 For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever.
16 And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if a man can number the
dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered.
17 Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will give
it unto thee.
18 Then Abram removed his tent, and came and dwelt in the plain of Mamre,
which is in Hebron, and built there an altar unto the LORD. Gospel theme of seeking to
make things happen on our own terms (Lot) and submitting to God and allowing God to
bless us (Abraham)
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1 And it came to pass in the days of Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar,
Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of nations;
2 That these made war with Bera king of Sodom, and with Birsha king of Gomorrah,
Shinab king of Admah, and Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela, which
is Zoar.
3 All these were joined together in the vale of Siddim, which is the salt sea.
4 Twelve years they served Chedorlaomer, and in the thirteenth year they rebelled.
5 And in the fourteenth year came Chedorlaomer, and the kings that were with him,
and smote the Rephaims in Ashteroth Karnaim, and the Zuzims in Ham, and
the Emims in Shaveh Kiriathaim,
6 And the Horites in their mount Seir, unto El-paran, which is by the wilderness.
7 And they returned, and came to En-mishpat, which is Kadesh, and smote all the
country of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites, that dwelt in Hazezon-tamar.
8 And there went out the king of Sodom, and the king of Gomorrah, and the king of
Admah, and the king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (the same is Zoar;) and they
joined battle with them in the vale of Siddim;
9 With Chedorlaomer the king of Elam, and with Tidal king of nations, and Amraphel
king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar; four kings with five.
10 And the vale of Siddim was full of slimepits; and the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah
fled, and fell there; and they that remained fled to the mountain.
11 And they took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their victuals, and went
their way.
12 And they took Lot, Abram’s brother’s son, who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and
departed.
13 ¶And there came one that had escaped, and told Abram the Hebrew; for he
dwelt in the plain of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol, and brother of Aner: and
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these were confederate with Abram.
14 And when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, he armed his
trained servants, born in his own house, three hundred and eighteen, and
pursued them unto Dan. Abraham’s loyalty to family is demonstrated.
15 And he divided himself against them, he and his servants, by night, and smote them,
and pursued them unto Hobah, which is on the left hand of Damascus.
16 And he brought back all the goods, and also brought again his brother Lot, and his
goods, and the women also, and the people.
17 ¶And the king of Sodom went out to meet him after his return from the slaughter of
Chedorlaomer, and of the kings that were with him, at the valley of Shaveh,
which is the king’s dale.
18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine:
and he was the priest of the most high God. One of the most striking elements of the
Abraham narrative (look at other chapters too) is how positively outsiders are portrayed.
The foreign kings Melchizedek, Ahimelech, and even Pharaoh are all portrayed as noble
and even god-fearing.
19 And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of the most high God, possessor of
heaven and earth:
20 And blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy
hand. And he gave him tithes of all.
21 And the king of Sodom said unto Abram, Give me the persons, and take the goods to
thyself.
22 And Abram said to the king of Sodom, I have lift up mine hand unto the LORD, the
most high God, the possessor of heaven and earth,
23 That I will not take from a thread even to a shoelatchet, and that I will not take any
thing that is thine, lest thou shouldest say, I have made Abram rich:
24 Save only that which the young men have eaten, and the portion of the men which
went with me, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their portion.
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1 And the LORD appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre: and he sat in the tent door
in the heat of the day; (Note that the pronouns can get a bit confusing)
2 And he lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood by him: and when he
saw them, he ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed himself toward the
ground,
3 And said, My Lord, if now I have found favour in thy sight, pass not away, I pray thee,
from thy servant:
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4 Let a little water, I pray you, be fetched, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under
the tree:
5 And I will fetch a morsel of bread, and comfort ye your hearts; after that ye shall pass
on: for therefore are ye come to your servant. And they said, So do, as thou hast said.
6 And Abraham hastened into the tent unto Sarah, and said, Make ready quickly three
measures of fine meal, knead it, and make cakes upon the hearth.
7 And Abraham ran unto the herd, and fetcht a calf tender and good, and gave it unto a
young man; and he hasted to dress it.
8 And he took butter, and milk, and the calf which he had dressed, and set it before
them; and he stood by them under the tree, and they did eat. Hospitality is an incredibly
important theme in these stories, as it was a core, sacred value of the ancient world. A
few points to note: God seems completely human, as do the two angelic companions. It
is not immediately apparent that these are divine beings (thus the sublime statement of
Hebrews 13:2, “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some
have entertained angels unaware.”) Abraham also undersells the effort he goes to to care
for his guests, as if we were to say “let me grab you a snack” and then make a five course
meal.
9 ¶And they said unto him, Where is Sarah thy wife? And he said, Behold, in the tent.
10 And he said, I will certainly return unto thee according to the time of life; and,
lo, Sarah thy wife shall have a son. And Sarah heard it in the tent door,
which was behind him.
11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old and well stricken in age;and it ceased to be with
Sarah after the manner of women.
12 Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, After I am waxed old shall I have
pleasure, my lord being old also?
13 And the LORD said unto Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying, Shall I of a
surety bear a child, which am old?
14 Is any thing too hard for the LORD? At the time appointed I will return unto thee,
according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son. Major theme of this narrative—
even though God’s promises don’t make sense according to human logic (they are
laughable), those promises will be fulfilled.
15 Then Sarah denied, saying, I laughed not; for she was afraid. And he said, Nay; but
thou didst laugh.
16 ¶And the men rose up from thence, and looked toward Sodom: and Abraham went
with them to bring them on the way.
17 And the LORD said, Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do;
18 Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all
the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? Note that this narrates God’s internal
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deliberations!
19 For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and
they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD may
bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.
20 And the LORD said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because
their sin is very grievous;
21 I will go down now, and see whether they have done altogether according to the cry
of it, which is come unto me; and if not, I will know.
22 And the men turned their faces from thence, and went toward Sodom: but
Abraham stood yet before the LORD.
This next exchange is incredibly important and very worth discussing. Abraham
*challenges* God! Respectfully, but he pushes back, questions God. I think God is
pleased when we think through things and approach them as spiritually mature (in
certain contexts).
23 ¶And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou also destroy the righteous with
the wicked?
24 Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the city: wilt thou also destroy and
not spare the place for the fifty righteous that are therein?
25 That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked:
and that the righteous should be as the wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not
the Judge of all the earth do right?
26 And the LORD said, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare
all the place for their sakes.
27 And Abraham answered and said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto
the Lord, which am but dust and ashes:
28 Peradventure there shall lack five of the fifty righteous: wilt thou destroy all the city
for lack of five? And he said, If I find there forty and five, I will not destroy it.
29 And he spake unto him yet again, and said, Peradventure there shall be forty found
there. And he said, I will not do it for forty’s sake.
30 And he said unto him, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak: Peradventure
there shall thirty be found there. And he said, I will not do it, if I find thirty there.
31 And he said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord:
Peradventure there shall be twenty found there. And he said, I will not destroy it for
twenty’s sake.
32 And he said, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak yet but this once:
Peradventure ten shall be found there. And he said, I will not destroy it for ten’s sake.
33 And the LORD went his way, as soon as he had left communing with Abraham: and
Abraham returned unto his place.
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Genesis 19 is one of the more disturbing chapters of scripture, and one where knowledge of
literary techniques, historical context, and the empowerment to “challenge and be
challenged by the scriptures” all prove essential.
19

1 And there came two angels to Sodom at even; and Lot sat in the gate of Sodom: and
Lot seeing them rose up to meet them; and he bowed himself with his face toward the
ground;
2 And he said, Behold now, my lords, turn in, I pray you, into your servant’s house, and
tarry all night, and wash your feet, and ye shall rise up early, and go on your ways. And
they said, Nay; but we will abide in the street all night. (Hospitality was indeed
important, but this chapter basically hyperbolizes it to dark comedy satire)
3 And he pressed upon them greatly; and they turned in unto him, and entered into his
house; and he made them a feast, and did bake unleavened bread (this could be humor
if the narrative first calls it a feast and then notes he made them bread, the opposite of
Abraham), and they did eat.
4 ¶But before they lay down, the men of the city, even the men of Sodom, compassed
the house round, both old and young, all the people from every quarter: This is critical:
Note how the text states that virtually every person in the city shows up (The NRSV uses
the language “to the last man” which is the sense of the verse). The point the author is
hitting home is that this city was completely and unredeemably wicked.
5 And they called unto Lot, and said unto him, Where are the men which came in to
thee this night? bring them out unto us, that we may know them. As we are all aware,
“know” is a euphemism for sex, in this case rape.
6 And Lot went out at the door unto them, and shut the door after him,
7 And said, I pray you, brethren, do not so wickedly.
8 Behold now, I have two daughters which have not known man; let me, I pray you,
bring them out unto you, and do ye to them as is good in your eyes: only unto these men
do nothing; for therefore came they under the shadow of my roof. And here is the
terrible punch line, one that requires pushback. Note the JST changes:
9 And they said unto him, Stand back. And they were angry with him.
10 And they said among themselves, This one man came in to sojournamong us, and he will needs now make
himself to be a judge; now we will deal worse with him than with them.
11 Wherefore they said unto the man, We will have the men, and thy daughters also; and we will do with them as
seemeth us good.
12 Now this was after the wickedness of Sodom.
13 And Lot said, Behold now, I have two daughters which have not known man; let me, I pray you, plead with my
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brethren that I may not bring them out unto you; and ye shall not do unto them as seemeth good in your eyes;
14 For God will not justify his servant in this thing; wherefore, let me plead with my brethren, this once only,
that unto these men ye do nothing, that they may have peace in my house; for therefore came they under the shadow
of my roof.
15 And they were angry with Lot and came near to break the door, but theangels of God, which were holy men, put
forth their hand and pulled Lot into the house unto them, and shut the door.

9 And they said, Stand back. And they said again, This one fellow came in to sojourn,
and he will needs be a judge: now will we deal worse with thee, than with them. And
they pressed sore upon the man, even Lot, and came near to break the door.
10 But the men put forth their hand, and pulled Lot into the house to them, and shut to
the door.
11 And they smote the men that were at the door of the house with blindness, both
small and great: so that they wearied themselves to find the door.
12 ¶And the men said unto Lot, Hast thou here any besides? son in law, and thy sons,
and thy daughters, and whatsoever thou hast in the city, bring them out of this place:
13 For we will destroy this place, because the cry of them is waxen great (The
translation is confusing; the wording means “outcry against them is great”) before the
face of the LORD; and the LORD hath sent us to destroy it.
14 And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons in law, which married his daughters, and
said, Up, get you out of this place; for the LORD will destroy this city. But he seemed as
one that mocked unto his sons in law.
15 ¶And when the morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, saying, Arise, take thy
wife, and thy two daughters, which are here; lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of the
city.
16 And while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of his
wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters; the LORD being merciful unto him:
and they brought him forth, and set him without the city. This is an important
counterpoint to a terrible story. Abraham petitioned for Sodom, and there is no one
redeemable. Lot isn’t that redeemable, but the angels protect him anyway.
17 ¶And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he said, Escape
for thy life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain; escape to
the mountain, lest thou be consumed.
18 And Lot said unto them, Oh, not so, my Lord:
19 Behold now, thy servant hath found grace in thy sight, and thou hast magnified thy
mercy, which thou hast shewed unto me in saving my life; and I cannot escape to the
mountain, lest some evil take me, and I die:
20 Behold now, this city is near to flee unto, and it is a little one: Oh, let me escape
thither, (is it not a little one?) and my soul shall live.
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21 And he said unto him, See, I have accepted thee concerning this thing also, that I will
not overthrow this city, for the which thou hast spoken.
22 Haste thee, escape thither; for I cannot do any thing till thou be come thither.
Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar. Again, counterpoint to Abraham:
Abraham trusts God; Lot questions the angels. Abraham petitions for others’ well being;
Lot speaks out of fear and self-interest.
23 ¶The sun was risen upon the earth when Lot entered into Zoar.
24 Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from
the LORD out of heaven;
25 And he overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities,
and that which grew upon the ground.
26 ¶But his wife looked back from behind him, and she became a pillar of salt. This is
the only mention of Lot’s wife doing anything, and this is what she is remembered for.
(Discuss the idea of “don’t look back”). It is worth noting this is certainly an etiology to
explain human-shaped salt deposits in the Dead Sea area. C’mon, think about it for 10
seconds and you know you don’t need to take it literally.
27 ¶And Abraham gat up early in the morning to the place where he stood before
the LORD:
28 And he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the plain,
and beheld, and, lo, the smoke of the country went up as the smoke of a furnace.
29 ¶And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the plain, that God
remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when he
overthrew the cities in the which Lot dwelt.
30 ¶And Lot went up out of Zoar, and dwelt in the mountain, and his two daughters
with him; for he feared to dwell in Zoar: and he dwelt in a cave, he and his two
daughters. Lot is really a wimp. He doesn’t listen to the angels, they make a concession
for him, and then he doesn’t even follow through on the option he asks for, and instead
lives in a cave, thus inflicting his daughters with apocalyptic fears.
31 And the firstborn said unto the younger, Our father is old, and there is not a man in
the earth to come in unto us after the manner of all the earth:
32 Come, let us make our father drink wine, and we will lie with him, that we may
preserve seed of our father. (Again, satirical, dark-comedy twist of the Israelite ideal of
children and posterity, which of course is the main theme of the Abraham cycle)
33 And they made their father drink wine that night: and the firstborn went in, and lay
with her father; and he perceived not when she lay down, nor when she arose.
34 And it came to pass on the morrow, that the firstborn said unto the younger, Behold,
I lay yesternight with my father: let us make him drink wine this night also; and go thou
in, and lie with him, that we may preserve seed of our father.
8

35 And they made their father drink wine that night also: and the younger arose, and
lay with him; and he perceived not when she lay down, nor when she arose.
36 Thus were both the daughters of Lot with child by their father.
37 And the firstborn bare a son, and called his name Moab: the same is the father of
the Moabites unto this day.
38 And the younger, she also bare a son, and called his name Ben-ammi: the
same is the father of the children of Ammon unto this day. This ending functions as a
redneck joke… the enemies of Israel (the Ammonites and Moabites) come from…
surprise! Misguided incestuous rape (I am not making light of these very serious issues,
just pointing out the literary indications that these narratives are not meant to be taken
seriously)
Additional Teacher Reading: Genesis 12; Joseph Smith Translation, Genesis 14:25-40; 19:915

Genesis 12

1 Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from
thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will shew thee:
2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great;
and thou shalt be a blessing:
3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee
shall all families of the earth be blessed.
4 So Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and
Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed out of Haran.
5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their substance that
they had gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to
go into the land of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came.
6 ¶And Abram passed through the land unto the place of Sichem, unto the plain of
Moreh. And the Canaanite was then in the land.
7 And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this land: and
there builded he an altar unto the LORD, who appeared unto him.
8 And he removed from thence unto a mountain on the east of Beth-el, and pitched his
tent, having Beth-el on the west, and Haion the east: and there he builded an altar unto
the LORD, and called upon the name of the LORD.
9 And Abram journeyed, going on still toward the south.
10 ¶And there was a famine in the land: and Abram went down into Egypt to sojourn
there; for the famine was grievous in the land.
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11 And it came to pass, when he was come near to enter into Egypt, that he said unto
Sarai his wife, Behold now, I know that thou art a fair woman to look upon:
12 Therefore it shall come to pass, when the Egyptians shall see thee, that they shall say,
This is his wife: and they will kill me, but they will save thee alive.
13 Say, I pray thee, thou art my sister: that it may be well with me for thy sake; and my
soul shall live because of thee.
14 ¶And it came to pass, that, when Abram was come into Egypt, the
Egyptians beheld the woman that she was very fair.
15 The princes also of Pharaoh saw her, and commended her before Pharaoh: and the
woman was taken into Pharaoh’s house. As in, became part of his harem.
16 And he entreated Abram well for her sake: and he had sheep, and oxen, and he asses,
and menservants, and maidservants, and she asses, and camels.
17 And the LORD plagued Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai
Abram’s wife.
18 And Pharaoh called Abram, and said, What is this that thou hast done unto me? why
didst thou not tell me that she was thy wife?
19 Why saidst thou, She is my sister? so I might have taken her to me to wife: now
therefore behold thy wife, take her, and go thy way. This translation and punctuation is
misleading; the NRSV reads: “Why did you tell me that she was your sister, so that I
took her for my wife?” The similar story in Gen. 20 with Ahimelech on the other hand
makes clear nothing untoward happens.
20 And Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him: and they sent him away, and his
wife, and all that he had.
Joseph Smith Translation, Genesis 14:25-40
25 And Melchizedek lifted up his voice and blessed Abram.
26 Now Melchizedek was a man of faith, who wrought righteousness; and when a child he feared God, and stopped
the mouths of lions, and quenched the violence of fire.
27 And thus, having been approved of God, he was ordained an high priest after the order of the covenant which
God made with Enoch,
28 It being after the order of the Son of God; which order came, not by man, nor the will of man; neither by father
nor mother; neither by beginning of days nor end of years; but of God;
29 And it was delivered unto men by the calling of his own voice, according to his own will, unto as many as
believed on his name.
30 For God having sworn unto Enoch and unto his seed with an oath by himself; that every one being ordained
after this order and calling should have power, by faith, to break mountains, to divide the seas, to dry up waters, to
turn them out of their course;
31 To put at defiance the armies of nations, to divide the earth, to break every band, to stand in the presence of
God; to do all things according to his will, according to his command, subdue principalities and powers; and this by
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the will of the Son of God which was from before the foundation of the world.
32 And men having this faith, coming up unto this order of God, were translated and taken up into heaven.
33 And now, Melchizedek was a priest of this order; therefore he obtained peace in Salem, and was called the
Prince of peace.
34 And his people wrought righteousness, and obtained heaven, and sought for the city of Enoch which God had
before taken, separating it from the earth, having reserved it unto the latter days, or the end of the world;
35 And hath said, and sworn with an oath, that the heavens and the earth should come together; and the sons of
God should be tried so as by fire.
36 And this Melchizedek, having thus established righteousness, was called the king of heaven by his people, or, in
other words, the King of peace.
37 And he lifted up his voice, and he blessed Abram, being the high priest, and the keeper of the storehouse of God;
38 Him whom God had appointed to receive tithes for the poor.
39 Wherefore, Abram paid unto him tithes of all that he had, of all the riches which he possessed, which God had
given him more than that which he had need.
40 And it came to pass, that God blessed Abram, and gave unto him riches, and honor, and lands for an everlasting
possession; according to the covenant which he had made, and according to the blessing wherewith Melchizedek
had blessed him.

JST 19:9-15

9 And they said unto him, Stand back. And they were angry with him.
10 And they said among themselves, This one man came in to sojourn among us, and he will needs now make
himself to be a judge; now we will deal worse with him than with them.
11 Wherefore they said unto the man, We will have the men, and thy daughters also; and we will do with them as
seemeth us good.
12 Now this was after the wickedness of Sodom.
13 And Lot said, Behold now, I have two daughters which have not known man; let me, I pray you, plead with my
brethren that I may not bring them out unto you; and ye shall not do unto them as seemeth good in your eyes;
14 For God will not justify his servant in this thing; wherefore, let me plead with my brethren, this once only,
that unto these men ye do nothing, that they may have peace in my house; for therefore came they under the shadow
of my roof.
15 And they were angry with Lot and came near to break the door, but the angels of God, which were holy men, put
forth their hand and pulled Lot into the house unto them, and shut the door.

Ezekiel 16:49-50 is also mentioned in the Lesson resources, and very worth discussing.

49 Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, fulness of bread, and
abundance of idleness was in her and in her daughters, neither did she
strengthen the hand of the poor and needy.
50 And they were haughty, and committed abomination before me: therefore I took
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them away as I saw good.
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