ENGAGING GOSPEL DOCTRINE 107
Lesson 30(Study Notes):

“Come to the House of the Lord”

Class Member Reading: 2 Chronicles 29; 30; 32; 34

Reign of Hezekiah

29Hezekiah began to reign when he was twenty-five years old; he reigned for
twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Abijah daughter of
Zechariah. 2He did what was right in the sight of the LORD, just as his ancestor David
had done.

The Temple Cleansed
3 In the first year of his reign, in the first month, he opened the doors of the house of
the LORD and repaired them. 4He brought in the priests and the Levites and
assembled them in the square on the east. 5He said to them, ‘Listen to me, Levites!
Sanctify yourselves, and sanctify the house of the LORD, the God of your ancestors,
and carry out the filth from the holy place. 6For our ancestors have been unfaithful
and have done what was evil in the sight of the LORD our God; they have forsaken
him, and have turned away their faces from the dwelling of the LORD, and turned
their backs. 7They also shut the doors of the vestibule and put out the lamps, and
have not offered incense or made burnt-offerings in the holy place to the God of
Israel. 8Therefore the wrath of the LORD came upon Judah and Jerusalem, and he has
made them an object of horror, of astonishment, and of hissing, as you see with your
own eyes. 9Our fathers have fallen by the sword and our sons and our daughters and
our wives are in captivity for this. 10Now it is in my heart to make a covenant with
the LORD, the God of Israel, so that his fierce anger may turn away from us. 11My
sons, do not now be negligent, for the LORD has chosen you to stand in his presence
to minister to him, and to be his ministers and make offerings to him.’
12 Then the Levites arose, Mahath son of Amasai, and Joel son of Azariah, of the
sons of the Kohathites; and of the sons of Merari, Kish son of Abdi, and Azariah son
of Jehallelel; and of the Gershonites, Joah son of Zimmah, and Eden son of
Joah; 13and of the sons of Elizaphan, Shimri and Jeuel; and of the sons of Asaph,
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Zechariah and Mattaniah;14and of the sons of Heman, Jehuel and Shimei; and of the
sons of Jeduthun, Shemaiah and Uzziel. 15They gathered their brothers, sanctified
themselves, and went in as the king had commanded, by the words of the LORD, to
cleanse the house of the LORD. 16The priests went into the inner part of the house of
the LORD to cleanse it, and they brought out all the unclean things that they found in
the temple of theLORD into the court of the house of the LORD; and the Levites took
them and carried them out to the Wadi Kidron. 17They began to sanctify on the first
day of the first month, and on the eighth day of the month they came to the
vestibule of the LORD; then for eight days they sanctified the house of the LORD, and
on the sixteenth day of the first month they finished. 18Then they went inside to King
Hezekiah and said, ‘We have cleansed all the house of the LORD, the altar of burntoffering and all its utensils, and the table for the rows of bread and all its
utensils. 19All the utensils that King Ahaz repudiated during his reign when he was
faithless, we have made ready and sanctified; see, they are in front of the altar of
the LORD.’

Temple Worship Restored
20 Then King Hezekiah rose early, assembled the officials of the city, and went up to
the house of the LORD. 21They brought seven bulls, seven rams, seven lambs, and
seven male goats for a sin-offering for the kingdom and for the sanctuary and for
Judah. He commanded the priests the descendants of Aaron to offer them on the
altar of the LORD.22So they slaughtered the bulls, and the priests received the blood
and dashed it against the altar; they slaughtered the rams and their blood was
dashed against the altar; they also slaughtered the lambs and their blood was dashed
against the altar. 23Then the male goats for the sin-offering were brought to the king
and the assembly; they laid their hands on them, 24and the priests slaughtered them
and made a sin-offering with their blood at the altar, to make atonement for all
Israel. For the king commanded that the burnt-offering and the sin-offering should
be made for all Israel.
25 He stationed the Levites in the house of the LORD with cymbals, harps, and lyres,
according to the commandment of David and of Gad the king’s seer and of the
prophet Nathan, for the commandment was from the LORD through his
prophets. 26The Levites stood with the instruments of David, and the priests with the
trumpets. 27Then Hezekiah commanded that the burnt-offering be offered on the
altar. When the burnt-offering began, the song to the LORD began also, and the
trumpets, accompanied by the instruments of King David of Israel.28The whole
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assembly worshipped, the singers sang, and the trumpeters sounded; all this
continued until the burnt-offering was finished. 29When the offering was finished,
the king and all who were present with him bowed down and worshipped. 30King
Hezekiah and the officials commanded the Levites to sing praises to the LORD with
the words of David and of the seer Asaph. They sang praises with gladness, and they
bowed down and worshipped.
31 Then Hezekiah said, ‘You have now consecrated yourselves to theLORD; come
near, bring sacrifices and thank-offerings to the house of the LORD.’ The assembly
brought sacrifices and thank-offerings; and all who were of a willing heart brought
burnt-offerings. 32The number of the burnt-offerings that the assembly brought was
seventy bulls, one hundred rams, and two hundred lambs; all these were for a burntoffering to the LORD. 33The consecrated offerings were six hundred bulls and three
thousand sheep. 34But the priests were too few and could not skin all the burntofferings, so, until other priests had sanctified themselves, their kindred, the Levites,
helped them until the work was finished—for the Levites were more
conscientious than the priests in sanctifying themselves. 35Besides the great number
of burnt-offerings there was the fat of the offerings of well-being, and there were
the drink-offerings for the burnt-offerings. Thus the service of the house of
the LORD was restored. 36And Hezekiah and all the people rejoiced because of what
God had done for the people; for the thing had come about suddenly.

The Great Passover

30Hezekiah sent word to all Israel and Judah, and wrote letters also to Ephraim
and Manasseh, that they should come to the house of the LORD at Jerusalem, to keep
the passover to the LORD the God of Israel. 2For the king and his officials and all the
assembly in Jerusalem had taken counsel to keep the passover in the second
month 3(for they could not keep it at its proper time because the priests had not
sanctified themselves in sufficient number, nor had the people assembled in
Jerusalem). 4The plan seemed right to the king and all the assembly. 5So they
decreed the making of a proclamation throughout all Israel, from Beer-sheba to Dan,
that the people should come and keep the passover to the LORD the God of Israel, at
Jerusalem; for they had not kept it in great numbers as prescribed. 6So couriers went
throughout all Israel and Judah with letters from the king and his officials, as the king
had commanded, saying, ‘O people of Israel, return to the LORD, the God of Abraham,
Isaac, and Israel, so that he may turn again to the remnant of you who have escaped
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from the hand of the kings of Assyria. 7Do not be like your ancestors and your
kindred, who were faithless to the LORD God of their ancestors, so that he made
them a desolation, as you see. 8Do not now be stiff-necked as your ancestors were,
but yield yourselves to the LORD and come to his sanctuary, which he has sanctified
for ever, and serve the LORD your God, so that his fierce anger may turn away from
you. 9For as you return to the LORD, your kindred and your children will find
compassion with their captors, and return to this land. For the LORD your God is
gracious and merciful, and will not turn away his face from you, if you return to him.’
10 So the couriers went from city to city through the country of Ephraim and
Manasseh, and as far as Zebulun; but they laughed them to scorn, and mocked
them. 11Only a few from Asher, Manasseh, and Zebulun humbled themselves and
came to Jerusalem. 12The hand of God was also on Judah to give them one heart to
do what the king and the officials commanded by the word of the LORD.
13 Many people came together in Jerusalem to keep the festival of unleavened
bread in the second month, a very large assembly. 14They set to work and removed
the altars that were in Jerusalem, and all the altars for offering incense they took
away and threw into the Wadi Kidron. 15They slaughtered the passover lamb on the
fourteenth day of the second month. The priests and the Levites were ashamed, and
they sanctified themselves and brought burnt-offerings into the house of
theLORD. 16They took their accustomed posts according to the law of Moses the man
of God; the priests dashed the blood that they received from the hands of the
Levites. 17For there were many in the assembly who had not sanctified themselves;
therefore the Levites had to slaughter the passover lamb for everyone who was not
clean, to make it holy to the LORD. 18For a multitude of the people, many of them
from Ephraim, Manasseh, Issachar, and Zebulun, had not cleansed themselves, yet
they ate the passover otherwise than as prescribed. But Hezekiah prayed for them,
saying, ‘The good LORD pardon all 19who set their hearts to seek God, the LORD the
God of their ancestors, even though not in accordance with the sanctuary’s rules of
cleanness.’ 20The LORDheard Hezekiah, and healed the people. 21The people of Israel
who were present at Jerusalem kept the festival of unleavened bread for seven days
with great gladness; and the Levites and the priests praised the LORD day by day,
accompanied by loud instruments for the LORD.22Hezekiah spoke encouragingly to all
the Levites who showed good skill in the service of the LORD. So the people ate the
food of the festival for seven days, sacrificing offerings of well-being and giving
thanks to the LORD the God of their ancestors.
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23 Then the whole assembly agreed together to keep the festival for another seven
days; so they kept it for another seven days with gladness. 24For King Hezekiah of
Judah gave the assembly a thousand bulls and seven thousand sheep for offerings,
and the officials gave the assembly a thousand bulls and ten thousand sheep. The
priests sanctified themselves in great numbers. 25The whole assembly of Judah, the
priests and the Levites, and the whole assembly that came out of Israel, and the
resident aliens who came out of the land of Israel, and the resident aliens who lived
in Judah, rejoiced. 26There was great joy in Jerusalem, for since the time of Solomon
son of King David of Israel there had been nothing like this in Jerusalem. 27Then the
priests and the Levites stood up and blessed the people, and their voice was heard;
their prayer came to his holy dwelling in heaven.

Sennacherib’s Invasion

32After these things and these acts of faithfulness, King Sennacherib of Assyria
came and invaded Judah and encamped against the fortified cities, thinking to win
them for himself. 2When Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib had come and intended to
fight against Jerusalem, 3he planned with his officers and his warriors to stop the
flow of the springs that were outside the city; and they helped him. 4A great many
people were gathered, and they stopped all the springs and the wadi that flowed
through the land, saying, ‘Why should the Assyrian kings come and find water in
abundance?’ 5Hezekiah set to work resolutely and built up the entire wall that was
broken down, and raised towers on it, and outside it he built another wall; he also
strengthened the Millo in the city of David, and made weapons and shields in
abundance. 6He appointed combat commanders over the people, and gathered them
together to him in the square at the gate of the city and spoke encouragingly to
them, saying, 7‘Be strong and of good courage. Do not be afraid or dismayed before
the king of Assyria and all the horde that is with him; for there is one greater with us
than with him.8With him is an arm of flesh; but with us is the LORD our God, to help
us and to fight our battles.’ The people were encouraged by the words of King
Hezekiah of Judah.
9 After this, while King Sennacherib of Assyria was at Lachish with all his forces, he
sent his servants to Jerusalem to King Hezekiah of Judah and to all the people of
Judah that were in Jerusalem, saying, 10‘Thus says King Sennacherib of Assyria: On
what are you relying, that you undergo the siege of Jerusalem? 11Is not Hezekiah
misleading you, handing you over to die by famine and by thirst, when he tells you,
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“TheLORD our God will save us from the hand of the king of Assyria”? 12Was it not this
same Hezekiah who took away his high places and his altars and commanded Judah
and Jerusalem, saying, “Before one altar you shall worship, and upon it you shall
make your offerings”? 13Do you not know what I and my ancestors have done to all
the peoples of other lands? Were the gods of the nations of those lands at all able to
save their lands out of my hand? 14Who among all the gods of those nations that my
ancestors utterly destroyed was able to save his people from my hand, that your God
should be able to save you from my hand?15Now therefore do not let Hezekiah
deceive you or mislead you in this fashion, and do not believe him, for no god of any
nation or kingdom has been able to save his people from my hand or from the hand
of my ancestors. How much less will your God save you out of my hand!’
16 His servants said still more against the Lord GOD and against his servant
Hezekiah. 17He also wrote letters to throw contempt on theLORD the God of Israel
and to speak against him, saying, ‘Just as the gods of the nations in other lands did
not rescue their people from my hands, so the God of Hezekiah will not rescue his
people from my hand.’18They shouted it with a loud voice in the language of Judah to
the people of Jerusalem who were on the wall, to frighten and terrify them, in order
that they might take the city. 19They spoke of the God of Jerusalem as if he were like
the gods of the peoples of the earth, which are the work of human hands.

Sennacherib’s Defeat and Death
20 Then King Hezekiah and the prophet Isaiah son of Amoz prayed because of this
and cried to heaven. 21And the LORD sent an angel who cut off all the mighty warriors
and commanders and officers in the camp of the king of Assyria. So he returned in
disgrace to his own land. When he came into the house of his god, some of his own
sons struck him down there with the sword. 22So the LORD saved Hezekiah and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem from the hand of King Sennacherib of Assyria and from the
hand of all his enemies; he gave them rest on every side.23Many brought gifts to
the LORD in Jerusalem and precious things to King Hezekiah of Judah, so that he was
exalted in the sight of all nations from that time onwards.

Hezekiah’s Sickness
24 In those days Hezekiah became sick and was at the point of death. He prayed to
the LORD, and he answered him and gave him a sign. 25But Hezekiah did not respond
according to the benefit done to him, for his heart was proud. Therefore wrath came
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upon him and upon Judah and Jerusalem. 26Then Hezekiah humbled himself for the
pride of his heart, both he and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the wrath of
the LORDdid not come upon them in the days of Hezekiah.

Hezekiah’s Prosperity and Achievements
27 Hezekiah had very great riches and honour; and he made for himself treasuries
for silver, for gold, for precious stones, for spices, for shields, and for all kinds of
costly objects; 28storehouses also for the yield of grain, wine, and oil; and stalls for all
kinds of cattle, and sheepfolds.29He likewise provided cities for himself, and flocks
and herds in abundance; for God had given him very great possessions. 30This same
Hezekiah closed the upper outlet of the waters of Gihon and directed them down to
the west side of the city of David. Hezekiah prospered in all his works. 31So also in the
matter of the envoys of the officials of Babylon, who had been sent to him to inquire
about the sign that had been done in the land, God left him to himself, in order to
test him and to know all that was in his heart.
32 Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah, and his good deeds, are written in the vision
of the prophet Isaiah son of Amoz in the Book of the Kings of Judah and
Israel. 33Hezekiah slept with his ancestors, and they buried him on the ascent to the
tombs of the descendants of David; and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem
did him honour at his death. His son Manasseh succeeded him.

Reign of Josiah

34Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign; he reigned for thirty-one
years in Jerusalem. 2He did what was right in the sight of the LORD, and walked in the
ways of his ancestor David; he did not turn aside to the right or to the left. 3For in the
eighth year of his reign, while he was still a boy, he began to seek the God of his
ancestor David, and in the twelfth year he began to purge Judah and Jerusalem of
the high places, the sacred poles, and the carved and the cast images. 4In his
presence they pulled down the altars of the Baals; he demolished the incense altars
that stood above them. He broke down the sacred poles and the carved and the cast
images; he made dust of them and scattered it over the graves of those who had
sacrificed to them. 5He also burned the bones of the priests on their altars, and
purged Judah and Jerusalem. 6In the towns of Manasseh, Ephraim, and Simeon, and
as far as Naphtali, in their ruins all around, 7he broke down the altars, beat the
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sacred poles and the images into powder, and demolished all the incense altars
throughout all the land of Israel. Then he returned to Jerusalem.

Discovery of the Book of the Law
8 In the eighteenth year of his reign, when he had purged the land and the house, he
sent Shaphan son of Azaliah, Maaseiah the governor of the city, and Joah son of
Joahaz, the recorder, to repair the house of the LORD his God. 9They came to the high
priest Hilkiah and delivered the money that had been brought into the house of God,
which the Levites, the keepers of the threshold, had collected from Manasseh and
Ephraim and from all the remnant of Israel and from all Judah and Benjamin and
from the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 10They delivered it to the workers who had the
oversight of the house of the LORD, and the workers who were working in the house
of the LORD gave it for repairing and restoring the house. 11They gave it to the
carpenters and the builders to buy quarried stone, and timber for tie-beams and
joists for the buildings that the kings of Judah had let go to ruin. 12The people did the
work faithfully. Over them were appointed the Levites Jahath and Obadiah, of the
sons of Merari, along with Zechariah and Meshullam, of the sons of the Kohathites,
to have oversight. Other Levites, all skilful with instruments of music, 13were over the
burden-bearers and directed all who did work in every kind of service; and some of
the Levites were scribes, and officials, and gatekeepers.
14 While they were bringing out the money that had been brought into the house of
the LORD, the priest Hilkiah found the book of the law of the LORD given through
Moses. 15Hilkiah said to the secretary Shaphan, ‘I have found the book of the law in
the house of the LORD’; and Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan. 16Shaphan brought the
book to the king, and further reported to the king, ‘All that was committed to your
servants they are doing. 17They have emptied out the money that was found in the
house of the LORD and have delivered it into the hand of the overseers and the
workers.’ 18The secretary Shaphan informed the king, ‘The priest Hilkiah has given
me a book.’ Shaphan then read it aloud to the king.
19 When the king heard the words of the law he tore his clothes.20Then the king
commanded Hilkiah, Ahikam son of Shaphan, Abdon son of Micah, the secretary
Shaphan, and the king’s servant Asaiah: 21‘Go, inquire of the LORD for me and for
those who are left in Israel and in Judah, concerning the words of the book that has
been found; for the wrath of the LORD that is poured out on us is great, because our
ancestors did not keep the word of the LORD, to act in accordance with all that is
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written in this book.’

The Prophet Huldah Consulted
22 So Hilkiah and those whom the king had sent went to the prophet Huldah, the
wife of Shallum son of Tokhath son of Hasrah, keeper of the wardrobe (who lived in
Jerusalem in the Second Quarter) and spoke to her to that effect. 23She declared to
them, ‘Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Tell the man who sent you to me, 24Thus
says the LORD: I will indeed bring disaster upon this place and upon its inhabitants, all
the curses that are written in the book that was read before the king of
Judah. 25Because they have forsaken me and have made offerings to other gods, so
that they have provoked me to anger with all the works of their hands, my wrath will
be poured out on this place and will not be quenched. 26But as to the king of Judah,
who sent you to inquire of theLORD, thus shall you say to him: Thus says the LORD, the
God of Israel: Regarding the words that you have heard, 27because your heart was
penitent and you humbled yourself before God when you heard his words against
this place and its inhabitants, and you have humbled yourself before me, and have
torn your clothes and wept before me, I also have heard you, says the LORD. 28I will
gather you to your ancestors and you shall be gathered to your grave in peace; your
eyes shall not see all the disaster that I will bring on this place and its inhabitants.’
They took the message back to the king.

The Covenant Renewed
29 Then the king sent word and gathered together all the elders of Judah and
Jerusalem. 30The king went up to the house of the LORD, with all the people of Judah,
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the priests and the Levites, all the people both great
and small; he read in their hearing all the words of the book of the covenant that had
been found in the house of the LORD. 31The king stood in his place and made a
covenant before the LORD, to follow the LORD, keeping his commandments, his
decrees, and his statutes, with all his heart and all his soul, to perform the words of
the covenant that were written in this book. 32Then he made all who were present
in Jerusalem and in Benjamin pledge themselves to it. And the inhabitants of
Jerusalem acted according to the covenant of God, the God of their
ancestors.33Josiah took away all the abominations from all the territory that
belonged to the people of Israel, and made all who were in Israel worship
the LORD their God. All his days they did not turn away from following the LORD the
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God of their ancestors.

Additional Reading: 2 Kings 18, 19, 22, 23; Isaiah 37:10-20, 33-38

Hezekiah’s Reign over Judah

18In the third year of King Hoshea son of Elah of Israel, Hezekiah son of King Ahaz
of Judah began to reign. 2He was twenty-five years old when he began to reign; he
reigned for twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Abi daughter of
Zechariah. 3He did what was right in the sight of the LORD just as his ancestor David
had done. 4He removed the high places, broke down the pillars, and cut down the
sacred pole. He broke in pieces the bronze serpent that Moses had made, for until
those days the people of Israel had made offerings to it; it was called Nehushtan. 5He
trusted in the LORD the God of Israel; so that there was no one like him among all the
kings of Judah after him, or among those who were before him. 6For he held fast to
theLORD; he did not depart from following him but kept the commandments that
the LORD commanded Moses. 7The LORD was with him; wherever he went, he
prospered. He rebelled against the king of Assyria and would not serve him. 8He
attacked the Philistines as far as Gaza and its territory, from watch-tower to fortified
city.
9 In the fourth year of King Hezekiah, which was the seventh year of King Hoshea son
of Elah of Israel, King Shalmaneser of Assyria came up against Samaria, besieged
it, 10and at the end of three years took it. In the sixth year of Hezekiah, which was the
ninth year of King Hoshea of Israel, Samaria was taken. 11The king of Assyria carried
the Israelites away to Assyria, settled them in Halah, on the Habor, the river of
Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes, 12because they did not obey the voice of
the LORD their God but transgressed his covenant—all that Moses the servant of
the LORD had commanded; they neither listened nor obeyed.

Sennacherib Invades Judah
13 In the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, King Sennacherib of Assyria came up
against all the fortified cities of Judah and captured them.14King Hezekiah of Judah
sent to the king of Assyria at Lachish, saying, ‘I have done wrong; withdraw from me;
whatever you impose on me I will bear.’ The king of Assyria demanded of King
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Hezekiah of Judah three hundred talents of silver and thirty talents of
gold. 15Hezekiah gave him all the silver that was found in the house of the LORD and
in the treasuries of the king’s house. 16At that time Hezekiah stripped the gold from
the doors of the temple of the LORD, and from the doorposts that King Hezekiah of
Judah had overlaid, and gave it to the king of Assyria. 17The king of Assyria sent the
Tartan, the Rabsaris, and the Rabshakeh with a great army from Lachish to King
Hezekiah at Jerusalem. They went up and came to Jerusalem. When they arrived,
they came and stood by the conduit of the upper pool, which is on the highway to
the Fuller’s Field. 18When they called for the king, there came out to them Eliakim
son of Hilkiah, who was in charge of the palace, and Shebnah the secretary, and Joah
son of Asaph, the recorder.
19 The Rabshakeh said to them, ‘Say to Hezekiah: Thus says the great king, the king
of Assyria: On what do you base this confidence of yours?20Do you think that mere
words are strategy and power for war? On whom do you now rely, that you have
rebelled against me? 21See, you are relying now on Egypt, that broken reed of a staff,
which will pierce the hand of anyone who leans on it. Such is Pharaoh king of Egypt
to all who rely on him. 22But if you say to me, “We rely on the LORD our God”, is it not
he whose high places and altars Hezekiah has removed, saying to Judah and to
Jerusalem, “You shall worship before this altar in Jerusalem”? 23Come now, make a
wager with my master the king of Assyria: I will give you two thousand horses, if you
are able on your part to set riders on them. 24How then can you repulse a single
captain among the least of my master’s servants, when you rely on Egypt for chariots
and for horsemen? 25Moreover, is it without the LORD that I have come up against
this place to destroy it? The LORD said to me, Go up against this land, and destroy it.’
26 Then Eliakim son of Hilkiah, and Shebnah, and Joah said to the Rabshakeh, ‘Please
speak to your servants in the Aramaic language, for we understand it; do not speak
to us in the language of Judah within the hearing of the people who are on the
wall.’ 27But the Rabshakeh said to them, ‘Has my master sent me to speak these
words to your master and to you, and not to the people sitting on the wall, who are
doomed with you to eat their own dung and to drink their own urine?’
28 Then the Rabshakeh stood and called out in a loud voice in the language of Judah,
‘Hear the word of the great king, the king of Assyria!29Thus says the king: “Do not let
Hezekiah deceive you, for he will not be able to deliver you out of my hand. 30Do not
let Hezekiah make you rely on the LORD by saying, The LORD will surely deliver us, and
this city will not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria.” 31Do not listen to
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Hezekiah; for thus says the king of Assyria: “Make your peace with me and come out
to me; then every one of you will eat from your own vine and your own fig tree, and
drink water from your own cistern,32until I come and take you away to a land like
your own land, a land of grain and wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a land of
olive oil and honey, that you may live and not die. Do not listen to Hezekiah when he
misleads you by saying, The LORD will deliver us. 33Has any of the gods of the nations
ever delivered its land out of the hand of the king of Assyria? 34Where are the gods
of Hamath and Arpad? Where are the gods of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivvah? Have
they delivered Samaria out of my hand? 35Who among all the gods of the countries
have delivered their countries out of my hand, that the LORD should deliver
Jerusalem out of my hand?” ’
36 But the people were silent and answered him not a word, for the king’s command
was, ‘Do not answer him.’ 37Then Eliakim son of Hilkiah, who was in charge of the
palace, and Shebna the secretary, and Joah son of Asaph, the recorder, came to
Hezekiah with their clothes torn and told him the words of the Rabshakeh.

Hezekiah Consults Isaiah

19When King Hezekiah heard it, he tore his clothes, covered himself with
sackcloth, and went into the house of the LORD. 2And he sent Eliakim, who was in
charge of the palace, and Shebna the secretary, and the senior priests, covered with
sackcloth, to the prophet Isaiah son of Amoz. 3They said to him, ‘Thus says Hezekiah,
This day is a day of distress, of rebuke, and of disgrace; children have come to birth,
and there is no strength to bring them forth. 4It may be that the LORD your God heard
all the words of the Rabshakeh, whom his master the king of Assyria has sent to
mock the living God, and will rebuke the words that the LORD your God has heard;
therefore lift up your prayer for the remnant that is left.’ 5When the servants of King
Hezekiah came to Isaiah, 6Isaiah said to them, ‘Say to your master, “Thus says
the LORD: Do not be afraid because of the words that you have heard, with which the
servants of the king of Assyria have reviled me. 7I myself will put a spirit in him, so
that he shall hear a rumour and return to his own land; I will cause him to fall by the
sword in his own land.” ’

Sennacherib’s Threat
8 The Rabshakeh returned, and found the king of Assyria fighting against Libnah; for
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he had heard that the king had left Lachish. 9When the king heard concerning King
Tirhakah of Ethiopia, ‘See, he has set out to fight against you’, he sent messengers
again to Hezekiah, saying, 10‘Thus shall you speak to King Hezekiah of Judah: Do not
let your God on whom you rely deceive you by promising that Jerusalem will not be
given into the hand of the king of Assyria. 11See, you have heard what the kings of
Assyria have done to all lands, destroying them utterly. Shall you be
delivered? 12Have the gods of the nations delivered them, the nations that my
predecessors destroyed, Gozan, Haran, Rezeph, and the people of Eden who were in
Telassar? 13Where is the king of Hamath, the king of Arpad, the king of the city of
Sepharvaim, the king of Hena, or the king of Ivvah?’

Hezekiah’s Prayer
14 Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers and read it; then
Hezekiah went up to the house of the LORD and spread it before the LORD. 15And
Hezekiah prayed before the LORD, and said: ‘O LORD the God of Israel, who are
enthroned above the cherubim, you are God, you alone, of all the kingdoms of the
earth; you have made heaven and earth. 16Incline your ear, O LORD, and hear; open
your eyes, O LORD, and see; hear the words of Sennacherib, which he has sent to
mock the living God. 17Truly, O LORD, the kings of Assyria have laid waste the nations
and their lands, 18and have hurled their gods into the fire, though they were no gods
but the work of human hands—wood and stone—and so they were destroyed. 19So
now, O LORD our God, save us, I pray you, from his hand, so that all the kingdoms of
the earth may know that you, O LORD, are God alone.’
20 Then Isaiah son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying, ‘Thus says theLORD, the God of
Israel: I have heard your prayer to me about King Sennacherib of Assyria. 21This is the
word that the LORD has spoken concerning him:
She despises you, she scorns you—
virgin daughter Zion;
she tosses her head—behind your back,
daughter Jerusalem.
22

‘Whom have you mocked and reviled?
Against whom have you raised your voice
and haughtily lifted your eyes?
Against the Holy One of Israel!
13
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By your messengers you have mocked the Lord,
and you have said, “With my many chariots
I have gone up the heights of the mountains,
to the far recesses of Lebanon;
I felled its tallest cedars,
its choicest cypresses;
I entered its farthest retreat,
its densest forest.
24
I dug wells
and drank foreign waters,
I dried up with the sole of my foot
all the streams of Egypt.”
25

‘Have you not heard
that I determined it long ago?
I planned from days of old
what now I bring to pass,
that you should make fortified cities
crash into heaps of ruins,
26
while their inhabitants, shorn of strength,
are dismayed and confounded;
they have become like plants of the field
and like tender grass,
like grass on the housetops,
blighted before it is grown.
27

‘But I know your rising and your sitting,
your going out and coming in,
and your raging against me.
28
Because you have raged against me
and your arrogance has come to my ears,
I will put my hook in your nose
and my bit in your mouth;
I will turn you back on the way
by which you came.
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29 ‘And this shall be the sign for you: This year you shall eat what grows of itself, and
in the second year what springs from that; then in the third year sow, reap, plant
vineyards, and eat their fruit. 30The surviving remnant of the house of Judah shall
again take root downwards, and bear fruit upwards; 31for from Jerusalem a remnant
shall go out, and from Mount Zion a band of survivors. The zeal of theLORD of hosts
will do this.
32 ‘Therefore thus says the LORD concerning the king of Assyria: He shall not come
into this city, shoot an arrow there, come before it with a shield, or cast up a siegeramp against it. 33By the way that he came, by the same he shall return; he shall not
come into this city, says theLORD. 34For I will defend this city to save it, for my own
sake and for the sake of my servant David.’

Sennacherib’s Defeat and Death
35 That very night the angel of the LORD set out and struck down one hundred and
eighty-five thousand in the camp of the Assyrians; when morning dawned, they were
all dead bodies. 36Then King Sennacherib of Assyria left, went home, and lived at
Nineveh. 37As he was worshipping in the house of his god Nisroch, his sons
Adrammelech and Sharezer killed him with the sword, and they escaped into the
land of Ararat. His son Esar-haddon succeeded him.

Josiah Reigns over Judah

22Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign; he reigned for thirty-one
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Jedidah daughter of Adaiah of
Bozkath. 2He did what was right in the sight of the LORD, and walked in all the way of
his father David; he did not turn aside to the right or to the left.

Hilkiah Finds the Book of the Law
3 In the eighteenth year of King Josiah, the king sent Shaphan son of Azaliah, son of
Meshullam, the secretary, to the house of the LORD, saying, 4‘Go up to the high priest
Hilkiah, and have him count the entire sum of the money that has been brought into
the house of the LORD, which the keepers of the threshold have collected from the
people; 5let it be given into the hand of the workers who have the oversight of the
house of the LORD; let them give it to the workers who are at the house of the LORD,
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repairing the house, 6that is, to the carpenters, to the builders, to the masons; and
let them use it to buy timber and quarried stone to repair the house. 7But no account
shall be asked from them for the money that is delivered into their hand, for they
deal honestly.’
8 The high priest Hilkiah said to Shaphan the secretary, ‘I have found the book of the
law in the house of the LORD.’ When Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, he read
it. 9Then Shaphan the secretary came to the king, and reported to the king, ‘Your
servants have emptied out the money that was found in the house, and have
delivered it into the hand of the workers who have oversight of the house of
the LORD.’ 10Shaphan the secretary informed the king, ‘The priest Hilkiah has given
me a book.’ Shaphan then read it aloud to the king.
11 When the king heard the words of the book of the law, he tore his clothes. 12Then
the king commanded the priest Hilkiah, Ahikam son of Shaphan, Achbor son of
Micaiah, Shaphan the secretary, and the king’s servant Asaiah, saying, 13‘Go, inquire
of the LORD for me, for the people, and for all Judah, concerning the words of this
book that has been found; for great is the wrath of the LORD that is kindled against
us, because our ancestors did not obey the words of this book, to do according to all
that is written concerning us.’
14 So the priest Hilkiah, Ahikam, Achbor, Shaphan, and Asaiah went to the
prophetess Huldah the wife of Shallum son of Tikvah, son of Harhas, keeper of the
wardrobe; she resided in Jerusalem in the Second Quarter, where they consulted
her. 15She declared to them, ‘Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Tell the man who
sent you to me, 16Thus says the LORD, I will indeed bring disaster on this place and on
its inhabitants—all the words of the book that the king of Judah has read.17Because
they have abandoned me and have made offerings to other gods, so that they have
provoked me to anger with all the work of their hands, therefore my wrath will be
kindled against this place, and it will not be quenched. 18But as to the king of Judah,
who sent you to inquire of the LORD, thus shall you say to him, Thus says the LORD,
the God of Israel: Regarding the words that you have heard, 19because your heart
was penitent, and you humbled yourself before the LORD, when you heard how I
spoke against this place, and against its inhabitants, that they should become a
desolation and a curse, and because you have torn your clothes and wept before me,
I also have heard you, says theLORD. 20Therefore, I will gather you to your ancestors,
and you shall be gathered to your grave in peace; your eyes shall not see all the
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disaster that I will bring on this place.’ They took the message back to the king.

Josiah’s Reformation

23Then the king directed that all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem should be
gathered to him. 2The king went up to the house of the LORD, and with him went all
the people of Judah, all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the priests, the prophets, and
all the people, both small and great; he read in their hearing all the words of the
book of the covenant that had been found in the house of the LORD. 3The king stood
by the pillar and made a covenant before the LORD, to follow the LORD, keeping his
commandments, his decrees, and his statutes, with all his heart and all his soul, to
perform the words of this covenant that were written in this book. All the people
joined in the covenant.
4 The king commanded the high priest Hilkiah, the priests of the second order, and
the guardians of the threshold, to bring out of the temple of the LORD all the vessels
made for Baal, for Asherah, and for all the host of heaven; he burned them outside
Jerusalem in the fields of the Kidron, and carried their ashes to Bethel. 5He deposed
the idolatrous priests whom the kings of Judah had ordained to make offerings in the
high places at the cities of Judah and around Jerusalem; those also who made
offerings to Baal, to the sun, the moon, the constellations, and all the host of the
heavens. 6He brought out the image of Asherah from the house of the LORD, outside
Jerusalem, to the Wadi Kidron, burned it at the Wadi Kidron, beat it to dust and
threw the dust of it upon the graves of the common people. 7He broke down the
houses of the male temple prostitutes that were in the house of the LORD, where the
women did weaving for Asherah. 8He brought all the priests out of the towns of
Judah, and defiled the high places where the priests had made offerings, from Geba
to Beer-sheba; he broke down the high places of the gates that were at the entrance
of the gate of Joshua the governor of the city, which were on the left at the gate of
the city. 9The priests of the high places, however, did not come up to the altar of
the LORD in Jerusalem, but ate unleavened bread among their kindred. 10He defiled
Topheth, which is in the valley of Ben-hinnom, so that no one would make a son or a
daughter pass through fire as an offering to Molech.11He removed the horses that
the kings of Judah had dedicated to the sun, at the entrance to the house of
the LORD, by the chamber of the eunuch Nathan-melech, which was in the
precincts; then he burned the chariots of the sun with fire. 12The altars on the roof of
the upper chamber of Ahaz, which the kings of Judah had made, and the altars that
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Manasseh had made in the two courts of the house of the LORD, he pulled down from
there and broke in pieces, and threw the rubble into the Wadi Kidron. 13The king
defiled the high places that were east of Jerusalem, to the south of the Mount of
Destruction, which King Solomon of Israel had built for Astarte the abomination of
the Sidonians, for Chemosh the abomination of Moab, and for Milcom the
abomination of the Ammonites. 14He broke the pillars in pieces, cut down the sacred
poles, and covered the sites with human bones.
15 Moreover, the altar at Bethel, the high place erected by Jeroboam son of Nebat,
who caused Israel to sin—he pulled down that altar along with the high place. He
burned the high place, crushing it to dust; he also burned the sacred pole. 16As Josiah
turned, he saw the tombs there on the mount; and he sent and took the bones out
of the tombs, and burned them on the altar, and defiled it, according to the word of
the LORD that the man of God proclaimed, when Jeroboam stood by the altar at the
festival; he turned and looked up at the tomb of the man of God who had predicted
these things. 17Then he said, ‘What is that monument that I see?’ The people of the
city told him, ‘It is the tomb of the man of God who came from Judah and predicted
these things that you have done against the altar at Bethel.’ 18He said, ‘Let him rest;
let no one move his bones.’ So they let his bones alone, with the bones of the
prophet who came out of Samaria. 19Moreover, Josiah removed all the shrines of the
high places that were in the towns of Samaria, which kings of Israel had made,
provoking the LORD to anger; he did to them just as he had done at Bethel. 20He
slaughtered on the altars all the priests of the high places who were there, and
burned human bones on them. Then he returned to Jerusalem.

The Passover Celebrated
21 The king commanded all the people, ‘Keep the passover to the LORDyour God as
prescribed in this book of the covenant.’ 22No such passover had been kept since the
days of the judges who judged Israel, even during all the days of the kings of Israel
and of the kings of Judah;23but in the eighteenth year of King Josiah this passover
was kept to the LORD in Jerusalem.
24 Moreover, Josiah did away with the mediums, wizards, teraphim,idols, and all the
abominations that were seen in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem, so that he
established the words of the law that were written in the book that the priest Hilkiah
had found in the house of theLORD. 25Before him there was no king like him, who
turned to the LORDwith all his heart, with all his soul, and with all his might, according
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to all the law of Moses; nor did any like him arise after him.
26 Still the LORD did not turn from the fierceness of his great wrath, by which his
anger was kindled against Judah, because of all the provocations with which
Manasseh had provoked him. 27The LORD said, ‘I will remove Judah also out of my
sight, as I have removed Israel; and I will reject this city that I have chosen,
Jerusalem, and the house of which I said, My name shall be there.’

Josiah Dies in Battle
28 Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and all that he did, are they not written in the
Book of the Annals of the Kings of Judah? 29In his days Pharaoh Neco king of Egypt
went up to the king of Assyria to the river Euphrates. King Josiah went to meet him;
but when Pharaoh Neco met him at Megiddo, he killed him. 30His servants carried
him dead in a chariot from Megiddo, brought him to Jerusalem, and buried him in his
own tomb. The people of the land took Jehoahaz son of Josiah, anointed him, and
made him king in place of his father.

Reign and Captivity of Jehoahaz
31 Jehoahaz was twenty-three years old when he began to reign; he reigned for
three months in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Hamutal daughter of Jeremiah of
Libnah. 32He did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, just as his ancestors had
done. 33Pharaoh Neco confined him at Riblah in the land of Hamath, so that he might
not reign in Jerusalem, and imposed tribute on the land of one hundred talents of
silver and a talent of gold. 34Pharaoh Neco made Eliakim son of Josiah king in place of
his father Josiah, and changed his name to Jehoiakim. But he took Jehoahaz away; he
came to Egypt, and died there.35Jehoiakim gave the silver and the gold to Pharaoh,
but he taxed the land in order to meet Pharaoh’s demand for money. He exacted the
silver and the gold from the people of the land, from all according to their
assessment, to give it to Pharaoh Neco.

Jehoiakim Reigns over Judah
36 Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he began to reign; he reigned for
eleven years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Zebidah daughter of Pedaiah of
Rumah. 37He did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, just as all his ancestors had
19

done.

Isaiah 37:10-20, 33-38
10

‘Thus shall you speak to King Hezekiah of Judah: Do not let your God on whom you
rely deceive you by promising that Jerusalem will not be given into the hand of the
king of Assyria. 11See, you have heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all
lands, destroying them utterly. Shall you be delivered? 12Have the gods of the
nations delivered them, the nations that my predecessors destroyed, Gozan, Haran,
Rezeph, and the people of Eden who were in Telassar? 13Where is the king of
Hamath, the king of Arpad, the king of the city of Sepharvaim, the king of Hena, or
the king of Ivvah?’

Hezekiah’s Prayer
14 Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers and read it; then
Hezekiah went up to the house of the LORD and spread it before the LORD. 15And
Hezekiah prayed to the LORD, saying: 16‘O LORD of hosts, God of Israel, who are
enthroned above the cherubim, you are God, you alone, of all the kingdoms of the
earth; you have made heaven and earth. 17Incline your ear, O LORD, and hear; open
your eyes, O LORD, and see; hear all the words of Sennacherib, which he has sent to
mock the living God. 18Truly, O LORD, the kings of Assyria have laid waste all the
nations and their lands, 19and have hurled their gods into the fire, though they were
no gods, but the work of human hands—wood and stone—and so they were
destroyed. 20So now, O LORD our God, save us from his hand, so that all the kingdoms
of the earth may know that you alone are the LORD.’
33 ‘Therefore thus says the LORD concerning the king of Assyria: He shall not come
into this city, shoot an arrow there, come before it with a shield, or cast up a siegeramp against it. 34By the way that he came, by the same he shall return; he shall not
come into this city, says theLORD. 35For I will defend this city to save it, for my own
sake and for the sake of my servant David.’

Sennacherib’s Defeat and Death
36 Then the angel of the LORD set out and struck down one hundred and eighty-five
thousand in the camp of the Assyrians; when morning dawned, they were all dead
bodies. 37Then King Sennacherib of Assyria left, went home, and lived at
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Nineveh. 38As he was worshipping in the house of his god Nisroch, his sons
Adrammelech and Sharezer killed him with the sword, and they escaped into the
land of Ararat. His son Esar-haddon succeeded him.
Other Reading:
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